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about that time constantly involved in great wars; in order
then to maintain an efficient army military leaders or knights
were brought in from other countries and given grants of land.
These new lords introduced the ideas of servitude, described
later, which were characteristic of eastern Europe of the time.
A bastard feudalism was thus being created and servitude to
some extent forced on the peasants. A long class struggle went
on during the seventeenth century, the peasants aiming at
preserving or regaining their freedom; in this struggle they
finally won.

The minor States where freedom prevailed can be dealt with
shortly.

In Switzerland there were, it was said by Fynes Moryson, *a
few gentlemen', and the peasantry appear to have been largely
concerned with training themselves to be soldiers in mercenary
armies. Cattle raising and dairy produce were the main busi-
ness of those who stayed at home, and their herds fed, as they
do to-day, in the summer on mountain pastures which in many
cases belonged to the village communes, and in the valleys in
the winter. In the lowlands there were a certain number of
large estates, but small plots of land were also to be found
intensively cultivated, for agriculture was already being studied
as a science. It appears that returned mercenaries slipped back
quite naturally to agricultural work. There do not seem to
have been any game laws in Switzerland and many of the
peasants were hunters. The Swiss were and had been for
generations a free and independent people.

In the United Provinces we find a population primarily con-
cerned with commerce and the peasantry seem to have taken
as small a place in the national life as they have in England dur-
ing recent times. It may be noted, however, that the small
peasant community provided admirable cultivators of the land,
and in what is now called market gardening were probably far
in advance of any other European peasantry. From them many
lessons were learnt in the course of the English agricultural
development of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.

In Italy, made up of various small States, commercialism was